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Officer’s  Report, 


The  Medical 


To  Ihe  Members  of  the  Tottington  Urban  District  Council 

and  7{esidents  of  Tottington 

I  beg  to  present  to  you  my  Report  on  the  Health  and 
Sanitary  Conditions  of  the  District  of  Tottington  for  the 
year  1920. 

The  Population  of  Tottington  at  the  1911  Census 
was  6769. 

The  estimated  population  for  1920  is  7035. 

The  Physical  Features  and  General  Character. 

Tottington  is  situated  on  the  edge  of  one  of  the  final 
spurs  of  the  Pennines  before  it  reaches  the  West  and  South 
Lancashire  Plain.  Its  altitude  varies  from  300  to  900  feet 
above  sea  level,  parts  being  semi-moorland  in  character. 

The  atmosphere  is  fresh  and  the  air  pure,  the  pre¬ 
vailing  W.  and  N.W.  winds  convey  no  smoke  or  fumes 
to  the  district,  consequently  there  is  no  shortage  of  foliage 
or  vegetation. 
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The  Social  Conditions  of  the  inhabitants  is  very  good, 
and  although  the  district  is  mainly  a  manufacturing  one, 
the  conditions  of  life  of  the  workpeople  are  far  better  than 
those  in  the  big  towns.  The  chief  occupations  are  cotton¬ 
weaving,  bleaching,  calico-printing,  and  farming ;  all  as 
carried  on  in  this  district  are  health)^  occupations  and  there 
is  no  disease  prevalent  which  can  be  traced  to  emplo3mient. 


Vital  Statistics. 


Birth  Rate.  99  births — 52  males  and  47  females. 
Rate  14*05  per  1000.  12*07  per  1000  in  1919. 


Classified  according  to  the  Wards  the  births  occurred 
as  follows  : — 


Total 

Males 

Females 

Chapel  Ward 

25 

...  12 

...  13 

Church  Ward 

22 

...  12 

...  10 

Greenmount  Ward 

10 

4 

6 

Hawkshaw  Ward... 

9 

5 

...  4 

W alsh a w  W a rd  . . . 

38 

...  19 

...  14 

99 

52 

47 

Birth  Rates  for 

previous  years 

were  : — 

Birth  rate  for  th 

e  year  1899 

..  14*1  per 

thousan 

5? 

1913  . 

..  17*27 

99 

1  9 

1914  . 

..  16*90 

9  9 

5  9 

1915  . 

..  15-29 

r9 

9  ) 

1916  . 

..  14*08 

99 

9  9 

1917 

..  12*30 

99 

9  9 

1918  . 

--  11*26 

9  9 

99 

1919  . 

..  12*07 

9  9 

9  9 

1920  . 

..  14*05 

9  9 

Illegitimate  Births — 3,  2  males  and  1  female. 


Death  Rate. — 94  deaths,  43  males  and  51  females. 

13*36  per  1000. 

14.48  „  „  in  1919. 


Classified  according  to  the  various  Wards  the  deaths 
occurred  as  follows  ;  — 


Males.  Females.  Total. 


Chapel  Ward  ... 

12 

10 

22 

Church  Ward  ... 

6 

8 

14 

Greenmount  Ward 

6 

12 

18 

Hawkshaw  Ward 

4 

5 

9 

Walshaw  Ward 

15 

16 

31 

43 

51 

94 

The  above  figures  include  deaths  occurring  in  Institu¬ 
tions  outside  the  district. 


The  death  rates  for  previous  years  were  ; — 


In  1911 

13*00  per 

thousand 

1915 

13*87 

3  3 

1916 

11*51 

3  3 

1917 

13*38 

)  3 

1918 

15*35 

3  3 

1919 

14*48 

3  5 

1920 

13*36 

33 

Infantile  Mortality.  There  were  13  deaths  under  the 
age  of  1  year,  viz.  :  6  males  and  7  females. 


Death  rate — 132*3  per  1000  births. 


For  previous  years  it  was  : — 


In  1911 

1917 

1918 

1919 


105*69  per  thousand 
84*33 
80*00 
83*33 
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The  Causes  of  Death  were  : — 


Whooping  Cough  . 

Males 

0 

Females 

1 

Total 

1 

Erysipelas  . 

0 

1 

1 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ... 

2 

2 

4 

Non-Pulmonary  ,, 

0 

1 

1 

Cancer  . 

9 

8 

12 

Heart  Disease . 

1 

9 

10 

Bronchitis  . ’ 

6 

5 

11 

Pneumonia  . 

0 

4 

4 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

2 

0 

2 

Diarrhoea  (under  2  years)... 

1 

2 

3 

Appendicitis  . . 

2 

1 

3 

Brights  Disease  . 

2 

2 

4 

Congenital  Debility,  etc.  ... 

3 

3 

6 

Violence  . 

2 

0 

2 

Other  Diseases  . 

13 

17 

80 

43  51 


All  causes 
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Per  1000  of  Population. 

Tottington 

Birth¬ 

rate 

Death- 

rate 

Epidemic 

Death- 

rate 

Phthisis 

Death- 

rate 

Rate  of 
Deaths 
under  1 
year  to 
1000 
Births 

1920  . 

14-7 

13-7 

0-56 

o-se 

125 

1919 . 

lO'o 

14-4 

103 

1T8 

81 

Mean  of  10  years 
1910-1919 

14-7 

13*3 

0-87 

104 

87 

Increase  or  Decrease 
in  1920  on  : 

Previous  Year 

• 

-f4-2 

—07 

-0-47 

—0-62 

-|-44 

Ten  Years’  Average.. 

nil 

+  0-4 

— 0‘31 

—0-48 

+  38 

Infectious  Diseases.  There  were  125  cases  notified, 
viz.  : — 


Tuberculosis  . 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

Diphtheria  . 

Erysipelas  . 

Malaria  . 

Chicken  Pox  . 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  ... 

Enteric  Fever . . — 

Pneumonia  . 


19 
23 
.  26 
9 
2 


3 

1 

3 

39 


125 
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The  cases  were  notified  from  the  various  Wards  as 
under : — 


Ch’pel 

Ward 

Ch’ch 

Ward 

G.  M’t 
Ward 

H’k’w 

Ward 

Wal’w 

Ward 

Total 

Tuberculosis 

7 

0 

5 

0 

7 

19 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

2 

2 

13 

1 

5 

23 

Diptheria 

4 

3 

4 

11 

4 

26 

Erysipelas 

2 

2 

3 

0 

2 

9 

Malaria 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

2 

Chicken  Pox 

0 

1 

2 

0 

0 

3 

Ophthalmia 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

Enteric 

0 

1 

2 

0 

0 

3 

Pneumonia 

3 

3 

16 

1 

16 

39 

19 

12 

46 

14 

34 

125 

In  previous  years  the  number  of  infectious  cases 
notified  were  : — 


Chapel 

Ward. 

Church 

Ward. 

Greenmount 

Ward. 

Hawkshaw 

Ward. 

Walshaw 

Ward. 

Total. 

In  1901  . 

3 

2 

8 

3 

3 

19 

1913 . 

7 

3 

8 

7 

14 

39 

1914 . 

9 

9 

16 

1 

26 

61 

1915 . 

15 

13 

28 

4 

27 

87 

1916 . 

8 

4 

7 

1 

14 

34 

1917 . 

25 

24 

31 

1 

82 

162 

1918 . 

34 

21 

18 

29 

51 

153 

1919 . 

10 

6 

22 

1 

20 

59 

1920  . 

19 

12 

46 

14 

34 

125 

Bacteriological  Examinations.  20  specimens  were 
sent  to  Professor  Sheridan  Delepine  at  the  Public  Health 
Laboratories,  Manchester,  for  examination  and  reports 
thereon.  I  beg  to  take  this  opportunity  of  again  thanking 
Professor  Delepine  for  the  prompt  and  careful  and,  in  some 
cases,  exhaustive  reports  received  on  the  specimens  sent. 

Public  Health  (Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1912. 

19  cases  of  Tuberculosis  notified  : 

11  Pulmonary 
8  Other  Organs 


Pulmonary  Cases — 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Chapel  Ward  . 

5 

1 

4 

Church  Ward  . 

0 

0 

0 

Greenmount  Ward. 

2 

1 

1 

Hawkshaw  Ward... 

0 

0 

0 

Walshaw  Ward  ... 

4 

1 

3 

Non-Pulmonary  Cases— 

Chapel  WMrd  . 

2 

2 

0 

Church  Ward  . 

0 

0 

0 

Greenmount  Ward. 

3 

1 

2 

Hawkshaw  Ward... 

0 

0 

0 

Walshaw  Ward  ... 

3 

1 

2 

Total... 

19 

7 

12 

Ages  of  the  Ptilmonar}^ 

Cases  were 

32,  20,  32 

16,  58,  59,  30,  28,  10. 

Occupations  of  the  Pulmonary  Cases  were  : — 

School  2,  Mill  Workers  3,  Dye  Worker  1,  Traveller  1, 
Other  Occupations  4. 

Deaths  from  Tuberculosis. 

3  Pulmonary  Cases. 

1  Non-Pulmonary  Case. 

All  the  cases  of  Tuberculosis  notified  have  been  visited 
and  advice  given  as  to  the  best  methods  of  preventing 
infection. 

10  cases  have  been  removed  to  either  a  Sanatorium 
or  Hospital  for  further  treatment. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE 

DISTRICT. 

Water.  Most  of  the  water  used  is  supplied  b}^  the 
Bury  and  District  Joint  Water  Board,  this  is  of  good  quality, 
but  is  often  short  in  quantity  in  the  summer  months  when 
more  is  required  for  flushing  of  drains,  etc. 
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Surface  springs  are  in  common  use  in  the  outlying  dis¬ 
tricts,  and  are  generally  of  good  qualit}^,  no  epidemics  or 
diseases  having  been  traced  to  them.  There  is  a  distinct 
shortage  of  water  in  the  Affetside  and  Four-Lane-Ends 
districts  in  the  dry  weather. 

Rivers  and  Streams. — These  are  small  but  are  im¬ 
portant  as  water  supplies  for  the  various  works,  there  is 
naturally  some  pollution  by  chemicals  and  engine-waste, 
but  all  the  works  have  settling-beds  and  as  little  pollution 
as  possible  occurs. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage.  In  ®  Tottington  proper 
there  is  a  good  drainage  system  and  the  sewage  is  satisfac¬ 
torily  disposed  of  by  Precipitation  and  Land  Filtration. 
In  the  Greenmount  and  Hawkshaw  districts  there  is  at  pre¬ 
sent  no  proper  drainage  system,  a  loan  has  been  applied  for 
to  the  Ministry  of  Health  in  order  to  proceed  with  the  sewer¬ 
ing  of  these  distridls. 

Closet  Accommodation.  The  privy  closets  are  gradu¬ 
ally  being  converted  into  water  closets.  At  present  the 
proportion  of  priv},^  closets  to  water  closets  is  about  2  to  1. 
The  Council  defrays  one  half  the  cost  of  the  appliances 
used  to  convert  one  system  to  the  other. 

Scavenging  is  performed  by  the  Sanitary  Authority, 
and  refuse  is  disposed  of  by  tipping  in  areas  away  from 
dwelling-houses. 

Privies  and  ashpits  are  satisfaHorily  cleansed  and  dis- 
infecfted. 

Sanitary  Inspection.  The  sanitary  inspeGion  of  the 
district  is  most  efficiently  carried  out  by  Mr.  Lawrence 
Kenyon,  whose  report  for  the  year  under  review  is  appended 
hereto. 

Premises  and  Occupations  which  can  be  controlled 
by  Bye-laws  and  Regulations. 


Bakehouses . 

Slaughter-houses  ... 
Dairy  Farms  . 


19 

6 

51 
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These  are  subject  to  periodical  inspecflion  to  ensure 
carrying  out  of  the  Regulations  and  Bye-laws. 

There  has  been  no  action  taken  against  any  of  these. 

Schools.  The  sanitary  condition  and  water  supply  of 
the  schools  in  the  district  is  satisfactory. 

It  has  not  been  found  necessary  to  adopt  the  Closure  of 
Schools  in  the  distridi  on  account  of  epidemics. 


FOOD. 

Milk  Supply.  A  sufficiency  of  milk  is  produced  in  the 
distridi,  it  is  not  necessary  to  import  any.  There  has  been 
no  actions  taken  against  dairymen. 

Milk  for  Mothers  and  Children.  In  necessitous 
cases  this  is  supplied  free  by  the  County  Council  on  the 
recommendation  of  the  M.O.H. 

Other  Foods.  After  the  war  shortage,  foods  of  all 
descriptions  are  now  obtainable. 

It  has  not  been  necessary  to  take  adlion  with  regard  to 
the  sale  of  unsound  food. 

There  is  no  Public  Abattoir  in  the  district. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Infectious  Diseases  Generally.  The  only  epidemic 
prevalent  during  1920  was  that  of  Diphtheria,  which  occurred 
during  the  last  three  months  of  the  year,  principally  in  the 
Walshaw  and  Hawkshaw  districts. 

Anti-Diphtheritic  Serum  is  always  kept  in  the  distridi, 
and  may  be  obtained  free  by  application  to  the  M.O.H.  or 
Sanitary  Inspector. 

Non-Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases  were  present 
only  in  small  numbers,  no  epidemic  having  occurred. 
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Tuberculosis.  Tuberculosis  patients  are  treated 
under  the  scheme  adopted  by  the  Lancashire  County 
Council.  When  treated  at  home  by  their  own  docdor  they 
have  certain  Sanatorium  benefits  afforded  them,  including 
the  free  supply  of  cod  liver  oil,  and  in  some  cases  free  milk. 
Pulmonar}^  cases  are  given  the  option  of  entering  one  of  the 
County  Council’s  Sanatoria,  and  in  most  cases  this  option 
is  taken.  When  not  resident  in  a  Sanatorium,  the  patient 
is  kept  under  the  observation  of  the  County’s  Tuberculosis 
Medical  Officers  and  Nurses. 

Venereal  Diseases.  These  diseases  not  being  notifi¬ 
able,  it  is  difficult  to  make  a  correct  estimate  of  their  preval¬ 
ence  in  the  district.  Cases  can  obtain  free  treatment  at  the 
clinics  in  Burv  and  Bolton. 

j 

One  Doctor  in  the  distridf  is  qualified  to  receive  free 
supplies  of  Salvarsan,  or  its  substitutes,  for  the  treatment  of 
these  cases. 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

A  Centre  has  now  been  established  and  is  held  in  the 
Town  Hall,  under  the  supervision  of  a  Medical  Officer  and 
Nurses  supplied  by  the  County  Council. 

There  is  one  qualified  Midwife  resident  in  the  district. 
Midwives  are  periodically  examined  by  the  Inspecfors  of  the 
Central  Midwives  Board. 

All  Births  and  Infantile  Deaths  are  visited  by  nurses 
appointed  by  the  Count}^  Council. 

There  have  been  very  few  infectious  diseases  amongst 
parturient  women  and  infants. 

SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION. 

I 

Staff.  One  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Hospital  Accommodation.  This  is  provided  by  the 
Bury  and  District  Joint  Hospital  Board  for  infectious  cases, 
including  those  of  Small  Pox,  and  is  satisfactory  in  every¬ 
way.  Houses  are  disinfected  by  the  Local  Authority  after 
the  removal  of  infectious  cases. 
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HOUSING. 

(1)  General  Housing  Conditions.  The  total  num¬ 
ber  of  houses  in  the  district  is  1,670,  the  majority  of  which 
are  for  the  working  classes.  There  were  four  new  houses 
erected  during  the  3^ear. 

The  present  population  is  7,035,  and  I  believe  that  this 
will  rapidly  increase  if  houses  are  built  in  the  distridl,  owing 
to  the  extension  of  existing  works,  and  also  because  the 
district  is  one  of  the  healthiest  and  at  the  same  time  one 
of  the  most  convenient  for  access  to  a  manufadturing  town. 

At  present  there  is  an  acute  shortage  of  working-class 
houses. 

(2)  Overcrowding.  This  only  occurs  in  cases  where 
two  or  more  families  are  residing  in  one  house  owing  to  the 
difficulty  of  obtaining  other  accommodation  and  will  dis¬ 
appear  when  sufficient  new  houses  are  eredled. 

(3)  Fitness  of  Houses.  The  general  standard  of 
Housing  in  the  district  is  good. 

(4)  Unhealthy  Areas.  None. 

(5)  General.  It  has  not  been  necessary  to  take  any 
action  with  regard  to  existing  property,  except  in  regard  to 
the  resolution  passed  by  the  Council  to  build  new  working- 
class  houses. 

In  conclusion,  I  beg  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  Mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Health  Committee  for  their  support,  and  also  I 
wish  to  thank  the  Clerk  (Mr.  Harold  Holt)  and  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  (Mr.  Lawrence  Ken3^on)  for  their  valuable 
assistance  to  me  in  preparing  this  report,  and  in  my  work 
during  the  past  year. 


GILBERT  BAILEY,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.  (Lond). 


> 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Sanitary  Inspector's  Report, 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Tottington  Urban 
Distridl  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  submitting  the  following  particulars 
of  the  Sanitar}^  work  dealt  with  during  the  year  ending  the 
31st  December,  1920. 

Sanitary  requirements  attended  to .  117 

Number  abated  .  76 

Number  of  Notices  served  .  15 

CLASSIFICATION. 

Privy  and  Ashpits  nuisances  .  45 

Defective  Privies  and  Ashpits .  15 

Defective  Water  Closets  .  5 

Defective  soil  pails .  8 

Defective  drainage  of  premises  .  11 

Insufficient  water  supply  to  houses  .  23 

do.  ,,  farm  .  1 

Overflowing  cesspool . 1 

Miscellaneous  nuisances  . 8 

117 

Schools  disinfected  . 2 

Houses  disinfected .  26 

Privies  converted  into  fresh  water  closets .  8 

Smoke  Observations  taken  .  6 

Privies  converted  into  pail  closets  .  2 
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The  slaughtering  of  cattle  has  reverted  practically  to 
pre-war  conditions,  being  now  carried  out  at  the  several 
licensed  slaughter-houses. 

Two  beasts  have  been  slaughtered  on  farm  premises 
under  adverse  circumstances.  Both  carcases  were  passed 
as  fit  for  human  consumption. 

The  question  of  the  water  supply  at  Affetside  (18  houses) 
has  been  considered,  and  samples  of  water  from  the  well  at 
the  Pack  Horse  Hotel  were  submitted  for  chemical  and 
badferiological  examination  and  were  found  to  be  satisfactor}^ 
consequently  arrangements  have  now  been  made  for  the 
installation  of  a  pump  for  public  use  at  a  site  near  the  said 
hotel. 

The  Council  have  purchased  a  site  to  be  used  as  a  tip  for 
house  refuse,  the  area  being  6’56  acres.  A  public  enquiry 
was  held  on  September  80th,  1920,  by  J.  C.  Dawes,  Esq., 
O.B.E.,  and  subsequently  the  Ministry  of  Health  sanctioned 
the  borrowing  of  ;^500  for  the  purpose  named. 

The  Cleansing  of  the  Ashpits  is  carried  out  by  the 
Council’s  own  staff,  who  have  executed  the  following  work 
during  the  year  : — 

Ashbins  emptied  .  6959 

Ashpits  ,,  .  1472 

Pails  ,,  ......... i..  8625 

Cesspools  ,,  26 

1  have  pleasure  in  thanking  the  Chairman  and  Members 
of  the  H  ealtli  Committee  for  the  assistance  so  willing  render¬ 
ed  to  me  during  the  year. 

I  am.  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently. 


L.  KENYON, 

Sanitary  Inspedfor. 


